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From: Kurpius, Meredith

To: Lakin, Matt
Subject: FW: Please review by noon Monday: RE: San Luis Obispo response letter to citizen
Date: Monday, June 17, 2013 8:41:00 AM

Attachments: SanlLuisObispo20130614 response to citizen letter_ wt_gv (4).docx

Y " et version <0 o <21 <. [

Cc: Kurpius, Meredith; Lakin, Matt; Lo, Doris; Zimpfer, Amy
Subject: Please review by noon Monday: RE: San Luis Obispo response letter to citizen

Once you sign it Matt, please call Rachelle and talk it over with her.
THANKS!

Amy Zimpfer, Associate Director

USEPA, Region 9, Air Division

75 Hawthorne Street, San Francisco, CA 94105
zimpfer.amy@epa.gov + 1.415.947.4146

NOTICE: This communication may contain privileged or other confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient, or believe that you have received this communication in error, please do not print, copy, retransmi, disseminate, or otherwise use the information. Also, please
indicate to the sender that you have received this communication in error, and delete the copy you received.

From: Steckel, Andrew

Sent: Thursday, June 13, 2013 3:46 PM

To: Zimpfer, Amy

Cc: Kurpius, Meredith; Lakin, Matt; Lo, Doris

Subject: FW: San Luis Obispo response letter to citizen

Amy — Hopefully I'm working off the right version. Here are the changes as | understood them.

Ms. Rachelle Toti

Concerned Citizens for Clean Air
Post Office Box 118

Arroyo Grande, California 93421

If you have any questions regarding this letter or the enclosed comments, please feel free to contact me at (415) 972-3851 or Meredith Kurpius at (415) 947-4534.

Sincerely,

Matthew Lakin, Manager
Air Quality Analysis Office

o)
2]

Larry Allen, SLO County APCD
Karen Magliano, California Air Resources Board
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Ms. Rachelle Toti


Concerned Citizens for Clean Air         


Post Office Box 118


Arroyo Grande, California  93421





Dear Ms. Toti:





I am writing in response to your May 9, 2013 letter to Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 9 Regional Administrator Jared Blumenfeld Thank you for sharing your concerns regarding air qualitywindblown dust in of the Nipomo Mesa and Oceano,  in San Luis Obispo County, California.   You specifically request that EPA redesignate this part of San Luis Obispo Couty as non-attainment area for Particulate Matter larger than 10 microns (PM10).  Thank you for sharing your air quality concerns in your letter and in your subsequent telephone conversations with Andrew Steckel, Chief of EPA’s Air Division’s Rules Office. We are very familiar with the air quality issues of this area; – a member of our staff was an expert reviewer for the windblown dust study conducted by San Luis Obispo County Air Pollution Control District (APCD) [provide citation] and we have continuedcontinue to be engaged with the air district on this matter.their local actions to reduce dust emissions.  





EPA Region 9 encompasses many parts of the arid west and windblown dust has beenis a long-standing issue. There are other areas within EPA Region 9 that have similar or worse PM10levels as the Nipomo Mesa and Oceano area.   The Clean Air Act provides EPA  has the discretion to employ several different approaches to dealing withaddress air pollution in areas that violate ambient air quality standards.  These approaches include requiring the state or local air district to adopt new pollution control measures, working with the air district to ensure existing rules are being properly implemented and enforced, or initiating the lengthy process to redesignate an area to nonattainment, which in turn triggers a comprehensive, multi-year  planning process to for achieve ing clean air. A state can also specifically ask EPA to redesignate an area they believe is violating the standard.  We evaluate each situation individually to determine what the most appropriate way is to achieve reductions of PM10 as expeditiously as possible. This can involve a federal regulatory action but this is not always the most expeditious way to reduce windblown dust.





Regarding the air quality in the Oceano and Nipomo areas of San Luis Obispo County, data collected by the San Luis Obispo County APCD indicate one of the air quality monitors near the Oceano Dunes[add specific location] (AQS ID: 06-079-2007), has exceeded the PM10 National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS)[footnoteRef:1] four times during 2010-2012, thus appearing to violate the PM10 NAAQS. Recent data from the APCD show a recent exceedance in May 2013, indicating that this site continues to violate the PM10 NAAQS. We understand thatAs you are aware, the  San Luis Obispo County APCD has been very proactive in identifying potential sources of windblown dust and, as noted in your letter, the APCD has adopted  adopting corollarylocal  rules to control windblown dust from those sources, including the Oceano Dunes [verify the rules specify Oceano Dunes]. These local rules, if effectively implemented, could reduce pollution below the NAAQS more quickly than the Federal regulatory redesignation process.  The Federal nonattainment redesignation process which can take several years followed by lengthy state and federal public processes to develop an air quality plan and associated rules.  It can then take many subsequent years to implement those state and federal rules to work through.  A more expeditious path for San Luis Obispo County may be for the APCD and the California Air Resources Board to submit the local rules to EPA for formal public review and incorporation into the California’s State Implementation Plan (SIP).  Upon incorporation into the SIP by EPA, these rules would become federally enforceable by both EPA and citizens.  [do we want to include this sentence:  The California Air Resources Board could also directly request EPA redesignate the area to nonattainment, which can expedite the federal process.]   We are not ruling out our discretion to begin the redesignation process, but we do not plan to begin this process in the immediate future. [1:  The PM10 NAAQS level is 150 µg/m3 averaged over 24 hours, not to be exceeded more than once per year on average over 3 years. Note that due to rounding conventions, the lowest value for an exceedance is 155 ug/m3; the lowest number of exceedamces that results in a violation is 1.05 exceedances over 3 years.] 



We are still in the process of exploring options with the State and San Luis Obispo County APCD.





Working with the air district, our understanding is that the highest site in the area is CDF (AQS ID: 06-079-2007), which has exceeded the PM10 National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS)[footnoteRef:2] four times during 2010-2012, thus violating the PM10 NAAQS. Recent data from San Luis Obispo County APCD shows a recent exceedance in May 2013, indicating that this site continues to violate the PM10 NAAQS. [2: ] 






Please feel free to call me if you would like to discuss these options further.  Meanwhile, we will continue to work with the state and the APCD on implementation of the local rules and ensuring air quality monitoring continues.  We believe this is likely to be the most expeditious way to address the PM-10 emissions in the area and reduce pollution below the NAAQS.   I can be reachedIf you have any questions regarding this letter or the enclosed comments, please feel free to contact me at (415) 972-3851 or you may reach our air quality monitoring expert, Meredith Kurpius, at (415) 947-4534.


	


						Sincerely,


					





				


						Matthew Lakin, Manager


						Air Quality Analysis Office








cc: 	Larry Allen, SLO County APCD


	Karen Magliano, California Air Resources Board 
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Andy Steckel
(415) 947-4115

From: Kurpius, Meredith

Sent: Wednesday, June 12, 2013 1:29 PM

To: Zimpfer, Amy; Steckel, Andrew; Lakin, Matt; Lo, Doris
Subject: RE: San Luis Obispo response letter to citizen

Amy,
Here is the draft response letter based on the content suggested by you and Matt. Doris and Andy have both reviewed it. Let me know if you have suggested edits.

-Meredith

From: Zimpfer, Amy

Sent: Thursday, June 06, 2013 11:42 AM

To: Steckel, Andrew; Kurpius, Meredith; Lakin, Matt; Lo, Doris
Subject: San Luis Obispo response letter to citizen

Hi All,

Thanks

Amy Zimpfer, Associate Director

USEPA, Region 9, Air Division

75 Hawthorne Street, San Francisco, CA 94105
zimpferamy@epa.gov + 1.415.947.4146

NOTICE: This communication may contain privileged or other confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient, or believe that you have received this communication in error, please do not print, copy, retransmit, disseminate, or otherwise use the information. Also, please
indicate to the sender that you have received this communication in error, and delete the copy you received.

(11 The PM;g NAAQS level is 150 ug/m3 averaged over 24 hours, not to be exceeded more than once per year on average over 3 years. Note that due to rounding conventions, the lowest value for an exceedance is 155
10
ug/m3; the lowest number of exceedamces that results in a violation is 1.05 exceedances over 3 years.
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